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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR SAC COUNTY 



STATE OF IOWA, 




Plaintiff, 




V. 


TRIAL INFORMATION 


DARREN MITCHELL MEADE 




DOB: 01-03-1967. 




Defendant. 





COUNT 1 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, and in 
the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL MEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of ONGOING CRIMINAL CONDUCT a 
class "B" felony in violation of Iowa Code 706A.2(4), committed as follows: From on or 
about September 11, 2012, through as recently as June 24, 2014, Defendant has 
committed SPECIFIED UNLAWFUL ACTIVITY as defined in section 706A.1, in that 
Defendant committed the below-listed predicate offenses and the other counts listed in this 
Trial Information, and other acts described in the Minutes of Testimony, including 
preparatory or completed offenses, for financial gain on a continuing basis, that are 
punishable as an indictable offense under the laws of the state in which the crimes occurred 
and under the laws of this state. Iowa Code § 706A.1 (2014) A person convicted of a class 
"B" felony shall be confined for no more than twenty-five years. low/A Code §§ 706A.2(4), 
902.9(2014) 

A. PREVENTING OR DISSUADING PERSON FROM TESTIFYING OR 
REPORTING CRIME - Beginning on or around July 1, 2010, through February 
2011, in the State of California, Defendant, on multiple occasions, attempted to 
prevent or dissuade Dr. Scott Connelly, a person who had been the victim of a 
crime or who was a witness to a crime, from causing a complaint, indictment, 
information, probation or parole violation to be sought and prosecuted, and 
assisting in the prosecution thereof, by publishing on the harassing, defamatory 
stories about Dr. Scott Connelly on the internet. Also, in this same timeframe, 
DARREN MEADE knowingly and maliciously attempted to prevent or dissuade 
Dr. Scott Connelly, a witness and / or a victim from attending or giving testimony 
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at any trial, proceeding, or inquiry authorized by law, by publishing harassing, 
defamatory stories about Dr. Scott Connelly on the internet. Said crime is 
punishable as an indictable offense under the laws of California [P.O. § 
136.1(b)(2), § 136.1(a}{2)] and under the laws of the State of Iowa. [Iowa Code § 
720.4 (2014)] DARREN MEADE committed this offense for financial gain. 

B. EMBEZZLEMENT - From July 2010 through June 2010, in State of California, 
Defendant fraudulently appropriated to any use or purpose not in the due and 
lawful execution of Defendant's trust, $500,000 from Progenex Inc., which was 
under his control by virtue of that trust, or secreted the same with a fraudulent 
intent to appropriate it to that use or purpose. Said crime is punishable as an 
indictable offense under the laws of California [P.C. §§ 503, 504] and under the 
laws of the State of Iowa. [Iowa Code § 714.1 (2014). DARREN MEADE 
committed this offense for financial gain. 

C. UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS TO COMPUTERS, COMPUTER SYSTEMS AND 
COMPUTER DATA On or around February 15, 2011, in the State of California, 
Defendant knowingly accessed (without permission) altered, damaged, deleted, 
destroyed, or otherwise used data [contained on the servers for the website 
www.ripoffreport.com, which is a computer, a computer system, or computer 
network in order to either devise or execute his scheme to remove RipOff Report 
complaints about himself, as well as others for money, or artifice to defraud, 
deceive, deceive or extort, or wrongfully control or obtain money, property, or 
data. Said crime is punishable as an indictable offense under the laws of 
California [P.C. 502.1(c)(1)] and under the laws of the State of iowa [Iowa Code 
§ 716A.4 (2014)]. DARREN MEADE committed this offense for financial gain. 

D. EXTORTION - On or around May 2, 2014, in the State of California, Defendant, 
in effort to obtain money, threatened to unlawfully injure Xcentric Ventures LLC 
(dba www.ripoffreport.com) and threatened to disclose information about 
Xcentric Ventures, which he obtained while working for Xcentric Ventures, that 
would place "their entire company and protections under the [Communications 
and Decency Act] at risk." Said crime is punishable as an indictable offense 
under the laws of California [P.C. §§ 51 8, 51 9] and under the laws of the State of 
Iowa [Iowa Code § 711.4 (2014)] DARREN MEADE committed this offense for 
financial gain. 
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E. EXTORTION - On or around September 12, 2013, in the State of California, 
DARREN MEADE threatened to unlawfully expose Daniel Danino to hatred 
contempt, and ridicule, when he threatened to keep his RipOff Report complaints 
about Daniel Danino and Daniel Danino's business, 00 PC Computers, on 
RipOff Report's website unless Daniel Danino gave DARREN MEADE's 
computer, which Daniel Danino had performed work on, back to DARREN 
MEADE. Said crime is punishable as an indictable offense under the laws of 
California [P.O. §§ 518, 519] and under the laws of the State of Iowa [Iowa Code 
§ 711.4 (2014)] DARREN MEADE committed this offense for financial gain. 

F. ACCESSORY AFTER THE FACT- Beginning on or around July 1, 2010, 
through around February 25, 2011, in the State of California, after felonies had 
been committed by a number of individuals employed, or purporting to be 
employed, by Progenex Inc., DARREN MEADE harbored, concealed, or aided 
said individuals, all principals to one felony or another, with the intent that said 
individuals avoid or escape from arrest, trial, conviction or punishment, having 
knowledge that said individuals had committed such felonies or had been 
charged with such felonies, or convicted thereof. Said crime is punishable as an 
indictable offense under the laws of California [Cal. P.C. § 32] and under the 
laws of the State of Iowa [Iowa Code § 703.3] DARREN MEADE committed this 
offense for financial gain. 

G. ACCEPTING A BRIBE - On or around August 15, 2014, DARREN MEADE, 
who was or was about to be a witness in Small Justice LLC, v. Xcentric 
Ventures, received, or offered to receive, a bribe, upon any understanding that 
DARREN MEADE'S testimony would be influenced thereby, or that DARREN 
MEADE would absent himself from the trial or proceeding upon which his 
testimony is required. Said crime is punishable as an indictable offense under 
the laws of California [Cal. P.C. § 138] and under the laws of the State of Iowa 
(Iowa Code § 722.2] DARREN MEADE committed this offense for financial gain. 

COUNT 2 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL IVIEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAMPERING, an aggravated 
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misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 708.7, and 703.1, committed as 
follows: Beginning on or around September 11, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with 
the intent to produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Raymond Friedman, a 
State's witness in State v. Richter, Sac County District Court, Case No. FECR011900. 
Specifically, with the intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm witness Raymond Friedman, 
without any legitimate reason, and in retaliation for witness Raymond Friedman's testimony 
and lawful participation in the above case, DARREN MEADE published numerous 
defamatory, harassing online "complaints" on www.ripoffreport.com concerning Raymond 
Friedman. Said "complaints" accuse witness Raymond Friedman of committing perjury, 
fraud, and other crimina! acts, and associate him with child molestation, child pornography, 
and pipe bombs. One of these "complaints" has appeared on each of RipOff Report's 1 .8 
million webpages almost every day for the last two years. DARREN MEADE specially 
engineered and optimized these "complaints" to enhance their online visibility and presence, 
such that the complaints appear in benign, Google-type searches of and for Raymond 
Friedman, his wife, Marie Friedman, and his business. Defendant's acts produced 
detrimental effects within Iowa. Witness Tampering is an indictable offense. Defendant 
committed this act for financial gain. 

COUNTS 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL MEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAMPERING, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 708.7, and 703.1, committed as 
follows: Beginning on or around September 11, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with 
the intent to produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Marie Friedman, a State's 
witness in State v. Richter, Sac County District Court, Case No. FECR011900. Specifically, 
with the intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm witness Marie Friedman, without any legitimate 
reason, and in retaliation for witness Marie Friedman's testimony and lawful participation in 
the above case, DARREN MEADE published numerous defamatory, harassing online 
"complaints" on www.ripoffreport.com concerning Marie Friedman. Said "complaints" 
accuse witness Marie Friedman of committing perjury and other criminal acts, and associate 
her with child molestation, child pornography, and pipe bombs. One of these "complaints" 
has appeared on each of RipOff Report's 1 .8 million webpages almost every day for the last 
two years. DARREN MEADE specially engineered and optimized these "complaints" to 
enhance their online visibility and presence, such that the complaints appear in benign, 
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Google-type searches of and for Marie Friedman or her husband, Raymond Friedman. 
Defendant's acts produced detrimental effects within Iowa. Witness Tampering is an 
indictable offense. Defendant committed this act for financial gain. 

COUNT 4 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL MEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAMPERING, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 708.7, and 703.1, committed as 
follows: Beginning on or around September 11, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with 
the intent to produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Mona Wehde, a State's 
witness in State v. Richter, Sac County District Court, Case No. FECR011900. Specifically, 
with the intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm witness Mona Wehde, without any legitimate 
reason, and in retaliation for witness Mona Wehde's testimony and lawful participation in the 
above case, DARREN MEADE published numerous defamatory, harassing online 
"complaints" on www.ripoffreport.com concerning Mona Wehde. Said "complaints" accuse 
witness Mona Wehde of committing perjury and other criminal acts. One of these 
"complaints" has appeared on each of RipOff Report's 1.8 million webpages almost every 
day for the last two years. DARREN MEADE specially engineered and optimized these 
"complaints" to enhance their online visibility and presence, such that the complaints appear 
in benign, Google-type searches of and for Mona Wehde and her business. Defendant's 
acts produced detrimental effects within Iowa. Witness Tampering is an indictable offense. 
Defendant committed this act for financial gain. 



COUNT 5 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL MEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAMPERING, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 708.7, and 703.1, committed as 
follows: Beginning on or around September 11, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with 
the intent to produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Michael Roberts, a State's 
witness in State v. Richter, Sac County District Court, Case No. FECR011900. Specifically, 
with the intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm witness Michael Roberts, without any legitimate 
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reason, and in retaliation for witness IVIichael Roberts's testimony and lawful participation in 
the above case, DARREN MEADE published numerous defamatory, harassing online 
"complaints" on www.rfpoffreport.com concerning Michael Roberts. Said "complaints" 
accuse witness Michael Roberts of committing perjury, fraud, child molestation, and other 
criminal acts. One of these "complaints" has appeared on each of RipOff Report's 1.8 
million webpages almost every day for the last two years. DARREN MEADE specially 
engineered and optimized these "complaints" to enhance their online visibility and presence, 
such that the complaints appear in benign, Google-type searches of and for Michael 
Roberts, his wife, his children, and his business. Defendant's acts produced detrimental 
effects within Iowa. Witness Tampering is an indictable offense. Defendant committed this 
act for financial gain. 



COUNTS 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL MEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAMPERING, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 708.7, and 703.1, committed as 
follows: Beginning December 27, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with the intent to 
produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Dr. Scott Connelly. Specifically, with the 
intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm Dr. Scott Connelly, without any legitimate reason, and 
in retaliation for Dr. Scott Connelly's lawful participation in a criminal investigation and 
expected testimony in a criminal case, DARREN MEADE published numerous defamatory, 
harassing online "complaints" on www.ripoffreport.com concerning Dr. Scott Connelly. Said 
"complaints" accuse witness Dr. Scott Connelly of fraud. One of these "complaints" has 
appeared on each of RipOff Report's 1 .8 million webpages almost every day for the last two 
years. DARREN MEADE specially engineered and optimized these "complaints" to enhance 
their online visibility and presence, such that the complaints appear in benign, Google-type 
searches of and for Dr. Scott Connelly. Defendant's acts produced detrimental effects within 
Iowa. Witness Tampering is an indictable offense. Defendant committed this act for financial 
gain. 



COUNT 7 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
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and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL IVIEADE {"Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAIVIPERING, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 7087, and 703.1, committed as 
follows: Beginning on or around December 27, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with 
the intent to produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Sac County Sheriff, Ken 
IVIcClure, a State's witness in State v. Richter, Sac County District Court, Case No. 
FECR01 1 900. Specifically, with the intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm witness Sheriff, Ken 
IVIcClure, without any legitimate reason, and in retaliation for witness Sheriff, Ken McClure's 
testimony and lawful participation in the above case, DARREN MEADE published 
numerous defamatory, harassing online "complaints" on www.ripoffreport.com concerning 
Sheriff, Ken McClure. Said "complaints" accuse witness Sheriff, Ken McClure of corruption. 
One of these "complaints" has appeared on each of RipOff Report's 1.8 million webpages 
almost every day for the last two years. DARREN MEADE specially engineered and 
optimized these "complaints" to enhance their online visibility and presence, such that the 
complaints appear in benign, Google-type searches of and for Sheriff, Ken McClure. 
Defendant's acts produced detrimental effects within Iowa. Witness Tampering is an 
indictable offense. Defendant committed this act for financial gain. 



COUNT 8 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL IVIEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAMPERING, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 708.7, and 703.1, committed as 
follows; Beginning on or around December 27, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with 
the intent to produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Iowa DCI Special Agent (SA) 
Trent Vileta, a State's witness in State v. Richter, Sac County District Court, Case No. 
FECR011900. Specifically, with the intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm witness SA Trent 
Vileta, without any legitimate reason, and in retaliation for witness SA Trent Vileta's 
testimony and lawful participation in the above case, DARREN MEADE published 
numerous defamatory, harassing online "complaints" on www.ripoffreport.com concerning 
SA Trent Vileta. Said "complaints" accuse witness SA Trent Vileta of corruption. One of 
these "complaints" has appeared on each of RipOff Report's 1.8 million webpages almost 
every day for the last two years. DARREN MEADE specially engineered and optimized 
these "complaints" to enhance their online visibility and presence, such that the complaints 
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appear in benign, Google-type searches of and for SA Trent Vileta. Defendant's acts 
produced detrimental effects witliin Iowa. Witness Tampering is an indictable offense. 
Defendant committed tliis act for financial gain. 

COUNT 9 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL MEADE {"Defendant") of the crime of WITNESS TAMPERING, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, in violation of Iowa Code sections 720.4, 708.7, and 703.1, committed as 
follows: Beginning on or around December 27, 2012, through July 2014, Defendant, with 
the intent to produce detrimental effects within Iowa, harassed Dr. John Pitman, a State's 
witness in State v. Richter, Sac County District Court, Case No. FECR011900. Specifically, 
with the intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm witness Dr. John Pitman, without any legitimate 
reason, and in retaliation for witness Dr. John Pitman's testimony and lawful participation in 
the above case, DARREN MEADE published numerous defamatory, harassing online 
"complaints" on www.ripoffreport.com concerning Dr. John Pitman. Said "complaints" 
accuse witness Dr. John Pitman of murder, having sexually transmitted diseases, doing 
"shabby" surgery work on his patients, and engaging on other conduct that would expose 
him to hatred, contempt, and / or ridicule. One of these "complaints" has appeared on each 
of RipOff Report's 1.8 million webpages almost every day for the last two years. DARREN 
MEADE specially engineered and optimized these "complaints" to enhance their online 
visibility and presence, such that the complaints appear in benign, Google-type searches of 
and for Dr. John Pitman, his family, and his business. Defendant's acts produced 
detrimental effects within Iowa. Witness Tampering is an indictable offense. Defendant 
committed this act for financial gain. 

COUNT 10 

COMES NOW Benjamin John Smith, as Prosecuting Attorney of Sac County, Iowa, 
and in the name and by the authority of the State of Iowa, accuses Defendant, DARREN 
MITCHELL MEADE ("Defendant") of the crime of OBSTRUCTING PROSECUTION, an 
aggravated misdemeanor in violation of Iowa Code section 719.3, committed as follows: 
beginning on or around April 13, 2012, through May 17, 2012, Defendant knowingly made 
available false evidence or furnishes false information to law enforcement in Sac County, 
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Iowa, with the intent that the information be used in State v. Richter, Sac County District 
Court, Case No. FECR011900, Iowa Code § 719.3 (2014) Obstructing Prosecution is an 
indictable offense. Iowa Const. Art. 1 § 11; Iowa Code § 903.1(2) (2013); Iowa R. Crim. P. 
2.4(2) (2014) Defendant committed this crime for financial gain. 
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WITNESS LIS T 

KARIN E. GLAAB, Court Reporter 

TERRIE C. BARKER, Court Reporter 

TINA CHURCH, Private Investigator 

DR. SCOTT CONNELLY, Witness 

JUSTIN CROSSMAN, Employee, Xcentric Ventures 

PAUL PORTELLI, Witness 

MICHAEL ROBERTS, Witness 

ADAM KUNZ, Employee, Xcentric Ventures 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, Custodian of Records 

ERNEST LUKE ADAMS, Progenex Employee 

RYAN STEVEN PAGE, Progenex Employee 

STEVE SHAMION, Progenex Employee 

AARON THOMAS, Progenex Employee 

JP MORGAN CHASE, Custodian of Records 

WELLS FARGO BANK, Custodian of Records 

BANK OF AMERICA, Custodian of Records 

DR. JOHN PITMAN, Witness 

RAYMOND FRIEDMAN, Witness 

MONA WEHDE, Witness 

KEN MCCLURE, SHERIFF, Sac County, Iowa 

TERRY KLOOSTER, (former) Special Agent in Charge, Division of Criminal Investigation 
CRAIG MACKAMAN, Special Agent, Division of Criminal Investigation 
CLERK OF COURT, Sac County, Iowa 
AMERICA ONLINE (AOL), Custodian of Records 
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GOOGLE, Custodian of Records 

PRAIRIE INET, Custodian of Records 

SHAWN RICHARDSON, Computer Technician 

COX COMMUNICATIONS, Custodian of Records 

METRO PCS, Custodian of Records 

SPRINT, Custodian of Records 

VERIZON WIRELESS, Custodian of Records 

JULIA BOWMAN, Detective, Laguna Beach Police Department 

WILLIAM BONDURANT, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

DANIEL DANINO, Computer Technician / Witness 

FACEBOOK, Custodian of Records 

SIAMACK YAGHOBI, Occupation Unknown 
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State of Iowa Courts 



Type: 



Approval of Trial Informalion 



Ciise Number 



Case Title 



FECR0I2634 STATE VS DARREN MITCHELL MEADE 



On this date, i have reviewed the attached Trial Informattoii and the acconipaiiying Minutes 
of I't^stimojiy and find that (hey contain evidence which, if unexplained Js ynfficient to 
warrant a conviction by a trial jury. Being satisfied from the showing made that the case 
should be prosecuted, I approve the Trial Information. 

Release conditions are set by separate Oitiei" of the Court. 



So Ordei ed 




Kurt J. Stoebe/sWrlct Court Judge, 
Second Judicial District of Iowa 



Electronicafly signed on 2014-09-02 1 1 ;36;13 peg^ 12 of 12 
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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR SAC COUNTY 



STATE OF IOWA, 
Plaintiff, 



ORDER SETTING ARRAIGNMENT 
AND BOND 



V. 



DARREN MITCHELL MEADE, 

Defendant. 



The TRIAL INFORMATION and the MINUTES OF EVIDENCE in this matter 
have been examined and found to contain sufficient evidence, if unexplained, to warrant 
a conviction in a trial by jury, therefore, this matter shall be set for Arraignment. 

IT IS ORDERED, the Defendant shall personally appear for Arraignment at the 
Sac County Courthouse, District Courtroom, Sac City, Iowa on the 22"^ day of 
September 201 4 at 9:00 a.m.. 

The Defendant is advised that failure to appear will result in the issuance of an 
arrest warrant. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, the Defendant's bond and conditions for release 
from custody in this matter shall be: 

□ Defendant is released on personal recognizance. 

□ Bond is set in the amount of $ . 

□ Bond may be unsecured. 

□ Bond must be cash or secured in the amount of the Bond. 

□ 10% cash may be posted. 

□ Bond previously set shall continue. 

□ Clerk of Court shall issue a summons for Defendant to Appear. 
^ Clerk of Court shall issue an nationwide arrest warrant. 

□ Other Conditions of Release: 

Q Defendant shall obey all Federal, State, and Local laws. 

□ The Defendant shall have no contact with the victim or any witness set 
forth in the minutes of evidence in this matter. 

□ The Defendant shall be on pre-trial supervision to the Second Judicial 
District Department of Correctional Services. 

□ Other: 

[ ] Defendant is Ordered to immediately obtain a Substance Abuse 
Evaluation and provide it to the Court. Failure to do so may result in the 
revocation of Defendant's Pre Trial Release. 
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State of fowa Courts 



Type: ORDER FOR A RR AIGNMENT 

Case Number Case Title 

FECROl 2634 STATE VS DARREN MITCHELL MEADE 



So Ordered 




Kurt j. Stoebe, DiMrlci Court Judge, 
Second Judicial District ol" Iowa 



Elecifonrcally signed on 2014'09'02 1 1:36:t4 page 2 of 2 



